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Fig. 1 – MY VERY FIRST PERPETUAL MOTION MACHINE. As the like poles 
of the magnets repel each other, they accelerate the rotor on a gyroscope. 
Sadly, it latched, rather than speeding up. But maybe if I used stronger 
magnets and better bearings…
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t’s not at all obvious to me why 
we need all of the foot dragging, 
infighting, and squabbling going 
on today over HDTV high quality

video display standards. It seems that 
several government agencies are now 
battling each other to win the coveted 
role of chief obstructionist.

To me, it is entirely obvious that 
HDTV will use square pixels, will not 
have interlace, will make use of fully 
programmable, instead of hard-wired 
(single standard) receivers and 
displays, will be totally digital, will 
use real time JPEG compression, and 
will follow Japanese standards.

It is also totally obvious to me that 
terrestrial broadcasting will serve a 
negligible to totally vanishing role in 
HDTV, while the computing, satellite,
VCR, and cable uses will overwhelm- 
ingly dominate. And any intermediate
or interim transition steps will prove 
to be a monumental waste of time and
money, done by the wrong people for 
the wrong reasons.

So, let’s just ban the networks and 
the feds from any HDTV input what- 
soever, and then get on with it. They 
are the enemy, not Japan.

Our topics this month range from 
the ridiculous to the sublime…

Some  Thoughts  on
Perpetual  Motion

It may be the New Age nineties, or 
just a sunspot cycle peak, but a sur- 
prisingly enormous number of all you
hardware hackers are busily at work 
building your own perpetual motion 
machines. I simply cannot believe the
number of helpline calls and visitor 
drop-ins I am getting on this.

Since perpetual motion is certainly 
real as far as both its history and its 
ongoing activities are concerned, we 
should take a brief look here.

I guess I was in the seventh grade 
when I built my first perpetual motion
machine. Figure one shows details. I 
took a gyroscope and hung several 
magnets on it so that like poles faced 
each other. The magnets were at an 
angle so that repulsion would have a 
tangental component. As the poles 

repelled each other, this gyroscope 
would accelerate.

Or so I thought at the time. Very 
strangely, that gyroscope locked up 
instead of spinning. Seems it latched 
itself into a minimum reluctance field
position and just sat there.

These days, I guess I don’t really 
understand why perpetual motion is 
desirable. Since unlimited free energy
would hasten the entropic heat death 
of the planet, perpetual motion is both
environmentally unconscionable and 
socially reprehensible.

The first thing we should do to a 
successful perpetual motion machine 
designer is to stake them to an anthill.
And leave them there until the next 
meeting of the steering committee.

Nonetheless, perpetual motion is a 
fascinating topic. Several very good 
books on this subject are available 
from Lindsay Publications, while a 
few of the more interesting ongoing 
perpetual motion scams are available 
to you through H&A Industries or the 
Tesla Book Company.

After working with quite a few of 
them, the perpetual motion buildees 
these days all appear to share several 

common traits. None of them have 
ever attended an introductory college 
physics course, or else they seem to 
have slept through it.

While all of them claim they "just 
can’t find anything at all" on their 
idea, they studiously go out of their 
way to avoid doing any real or honest 
library research. As we’ve found out 
a few times in the past, any hardware 
hacker anywhere can instantly get the
very latest scoop on anything by way 
of the Dialog Information Service. 
We will see more on this shortly.

A disproportionate number of the 
perpetual motion buildees seem to 
belong to one particular religion that 
happens to be very big on faith and on
self-reliance.

There’s often a very heavy dose of 
paranoia, usually aimed at the patent 
office, a local university, all the oil 
companies, Detroit (which could not 
possibly suppress anything except 
quality or profits), an ex-boss, or else 
"them" in general.

Almost always, the buildees think 
linearly instead of cyclically. Thus, 
while a power stroke of the repelling 
magnets or their freezing milk bottle 


